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Indigenous Peoples’ Rights in Data

RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION
the ability to organise and control 
data in relation to a collective 
identity

RIGHT TO POSSESS
the ability to exercise jurisdictional 
control over the ways that data 
flow/move/are queried

RIGHT TO USE
the ability of individuals and 
collectives to use data for their own 
purposes 

RIGHT TO CONSENT
the expression of digital autonomy 
and the ability to assess risks and 
accept potential harms

RIGHT TO REFUSE
the right to say “no” to certain uses 
of data

RIGHT TO RECLAIM
the right to reclaim, retain, and 
preserve data, data labels, and data 
outputs that reflect Indigenous 
Peoples’ identities, cultures, and 
relationships

RIGHT TO GOVERN
the right to lead and collaborate in the 
development and implementation of 
protocols and in decisions about access 
to data

RIGHT TO DEFINE
the right to define lifeways of knowing 
and being including how they are 
represented in data

RIGHT TO PRIVACY
the protection of collective identities 
and interests from undue attention, also 
including the possibility of requesting 
omission and/or erasure

RIGHT TO KNOW
the ability to track the storage, use, and 
reuse of the data and who has had 
access to them

RIGHT TO ASSOCIATION
the recognition of provenance and 
terms of attribution   

RIGHT TO BENEFIT
the opportunity to benefit from the use 
of data and equitable benefit sharing 
from derivatives of data 
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